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Population. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1895. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1895,  and  in  so  doing  shall  follow  the 
general  scheme  adopted  by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Thompson, 
whose  early  and  lamented  death  in  October  last  it  is  my 
painful  duty  to  record.  At  the  outset  1  must  ask  your 
indulgence  for  any  shortcomings  in  this  report,  as  my  appoint¬ 
ment  and  personal  observation  extend  over  only  the  latter  three 
months  of  the  year,  and  my  information  previous  to  that  period 
was  practically  derived  from  the  monthly  reports  already 
presented  to  you. 

The  population  in  1891  was  6,732,  living  in  1,292  houses, 
and  estimating  by  the  usual  method,  it  should  have  been  7,127 
by  the  middle  of  1895. 

During  the  year  256  births  have  been  registered,  of  which 
131  were  males  and  125  females;  the  birth-rate  being,  there¬ 
fore,  3 5 '92  per  thousand  per  annum,  as  against  268  births  and 
a  birth-rate  of  3 8 •  2 8  in  1894. 

The  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  numbered  129,  of 
which  82  were  males  and  47  females,  yielding  a  death-rate  of 
1 8 •  1 .  This  is,  1  regret  to  say,  a  great  increase  on  the  deaths  in 
1894,  when  there  were  96,  53  being  males  and  43  females,  and 
the  death-rate  1 3 ■  7 1  per  thousand.  The  deaths  among  males 
have  been  appalling,  and  although  partly  covered  by  the  greater 
incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever  mortality  among  them — viz.,  19 
deaths  among  males  to  7  deaths  among  females — there  remains 
a  striking  difference  unaccounted  for. 
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Mortality 

Tables. 


The  following  Tables  show  a  further  analysis  of  the 
Mortality  Returns ; — 


I  .—Ages  at  which  Deaths  occurred. 


Under  i  year  old  ...  ...  39 

1  and  under  5  years  old  ...  17 

5  „  15  »  ••• 

15  >>  25  >t  17 

25  ,i  65  >>  ...  36 

65  and  upwards  ...  ...  10 


Total  ...  ...  129 


II. — Diseases  causing  Deaths. 


A.— CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

Chest  Affections 

...  14 

Congenital  Syphilis 

...  T 

Phthisis 

4 

Liver  Diseases 

...  I 

Heart  Disease 

•  ••  4 

Old  Age 

4 

Inquests  : — 

Premature  Birth 

4- 

Injuries  ...  2 

►  6 

Debility  from  birth 

...  13 

Natural  Causes,  4 

Wasting  diseases 

...  IO 

Cancer 

...  1 

Dentition  ... 

-  3 

Nervous  Diseases 

...  3 

Improper  Feeding 

...  1 

Kidney  Diseases 

3 

Convulsions 

...  1 

Diabetes  ... 

...  1 

Influenza  ... 

4 

Rheumatism 

...  3 

Other  diseases 

4- 

Total, 

85. 

B.— ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  8 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever  26 
Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 


Diarrhoea  (including Gas- 
tro- Enteritis) 

Whooping  Cough 


Total,  44. 
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Zymotic 

Death-rate 


Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever. 


III. — Comparative  Death-rates  for  the  past  Ten  Years. 


Year 

1886 

1887 

1888 
1S89 

1890 

1891 

1892 

*893 

1894 

1895 


General  Deaih-ra/e. 

I5'I9 

i8-o 

15-11 

1422 

1 9'3° 

1945 

2r6i 

17-48 

i37i 

1810 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 
2-17 

2'3 

i*97 

2-39 

2‘35 
1 -04 

3’38 

I-45 

1  *85 

6-17 


Forty-four  deaths  were  registered  from  Zymotic  Diseases, 
.  giving  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  6-17  per  thousand.  This 
number,  as  will  be  seen  by  Table  III.,  is  by  far  the  highest 
recorded  during  the  past  ten  years.  It  includes,  however,  five 
deaths  from  Gastro-F.nteritis.  which  have  been  placed  under 
the  term  Diarrhoea  in  this  Report.  The  high  Zymotic  death- 
rate  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever, 
which  raged  from  June 'to  December.  The  Scarlet  Fever 
epidemic,  although  even  more  extensive,  was  much  less  fatal. 


Twenty-six  deaths  have  occurred  from  Enteric  Fever,  19 
of  which  were  among  males  and  7  among  females.  The  ages 
at  which  the  deaths  occurred  were 


Under  1  year  old  ...  ...  2 

1  and  under  5  ...  ...  o 

5  >>  1  5  ...  ...  2 

!5  »  25  ...  ...  12 

25  ..  35  ...  ...  4 

35  >•  45  ...  4 

45  and  upwards  ...  ...  2 


Total 


26 


Not  only,  therefore,  has  the  late  epidemic  cost  the  district 
many  lives,  but  its  victims  were  almost  entirely  among  those 
who,  after  much  expenditure  on  their  maintenance  and 
education,  had  arrived  at  early  manhood.  This  fact, 
characteristic  of  Typhoid  Fever,  should  impress  us,  even  from 
an  economic  standpoint,  to  spare  no  efforts  to  prevent  or 
remove  the  disease  and  its  causes. 
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Scarlet  Eight  deaths  resulted  from  this  affection,  and  occurred  in 

Fewer.  different  parts  of  the  district.  This  must  be  considered 
satisfactory,  when  we  remember  that  the  epidemic  comprised 
246  cases. 


Diarrhoea.  In  only  two  cases  was  this  disease  specified  as  the  cause  of 

death  ;  but  I  have  included  five  other  deaths  under  this  heading, 
viz.  : — four  from  Gastro-Enteritis  and  one  from  Enteritis,  as 
both  these  diseases  resemble  Diarrhoea,  and  are  not  easily 
distinguishable  from  it  for  statistical  purposes.  One  fatal  case 
of  Diarrhoea  occurred  in  a  man  aged  60,  the  remaining  six  cases 
being  in  children  under  5  years  of  age. 


Infant  IVI  or  -  During  the  year  39  deaths  have  been  recorded  under  one 

tality.  year  of  age,  or  at  a  rate  of  152  deaths  per  thousand  births.  In 
1894  there  were  35  ;  in  1893,  44;  and  in  1892,  55;  so  that 
although  slightly  in  advance  of  1894  there  is  a  marked  decrease 
on  the  average  of  the  last  three  years.  So  also  with  the  deaths 
under  five  years  of  age,  whilst  exceeding  the  number  in  1894  by 
56  against  53,  there  is  a  great  improvement  on  1893  and  1892, 
when  65  and  §8  were  recorded  respectively.  The  Infantile 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  about  146  per  thousand 
births,  so  that  deaths  among  infants  in  your  district  are  still 
more  numerous  than  in  the  country  generally.  From  Table  II. 
you  will  see  that  no  less  than  17  of  these  deaths  are  attributed 
to  insufficient  vitality  at  birth,  viz.  : — 13  from  debility  at  birth 
and  4  from  prematurity.  This  is  a  startling  return,  and  whilst 
it  should  prima  facie  indicate  debility  among  the  mothers,  this 
assumption  is  not  supported  by  the  female  sickness  and  death 
statistics.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  in  some  of  these  cases 
the  same  causes  are  at  work  as  lead  to  the  other  principal 
diseases,  viz.,  Diarrhoea  and  wasting  diseases,  affecting  Infantile 
mortality,  These  are  careless  nursing  and  feeding  with 
the  use  of  condensed  milks  and  artificial  foods,  most  of 
which  are  insufficient  as  food,  or  positively  injurious  to  children 
under  six  months  old. 


Phthisis,  or 
Con¬ 
sumption 
Old  Age 


The  deaths  from  this  disease  reach  nearly  the  average  of 
the  previous  five  years,  which  was  4^4  cases  per  annum. 

The  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause  are  very  few,  numbering 
only  4,  whereas  in  the  five  preceding  years  there  were  7,  8,  12, 
13,  and  8  respectively. 


Youth  and  The  most  striking  feature  of  the  death  return  is  the 

Early  Adult  mortality  between  5  and  65,  as  will  be  readily  seen  by 
Life.  comparing  its  figures  with  the  averages  of  the  three  previous 
years  : — 
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Inquests. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


under  1 5  years  of  age, 

.895. 

Average  of  1 

5 

and 

10 

...  '  6 

15 

25 

17 

23 

25 

and 

65 

3  6 

20-3 

65 

upwards 

10 

25 

Six  cases  have  been  certified  by  the  Coroner — two  from 
injury  and  four  from  natural  causes.  One  further  death  from 
cold  was  returned  as  not  certified. 


Notification  of  Diseases. 


373  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  an  enormous  increase  on  1894,  when  33  cases  only 
were  reported. 

246  cases  were  reported,  among  which  there  were  eight 
deaths.  The  epidemic  affected  every  part  of  the  district,  and 
was  in  fact  part  of  a  large  epidemic  which  prevailed  throughout 
South  Staffordshire.  Only  26  cases  were  notified  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  the  remaining  220  occurring  between  July 
1st  and  December  31st.  The  Vise  to.  and  fall  from,  the 
maximum  in  October,  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table  : 


June  ... 

7  cases. 

October... 

July 

28  ,, 

November 

August  ... 

..  3S  „ 

December 

September 

41  „ 

Owing  to  the  simultaneous  occurrence  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
the  Sanitary  Authority  could  give  only  partial  attention  to  the 
Scarlet  Fever  epidemic,  but  as  far  as  possible,  nuisances  were 
abated,  disinfectants  supplied,  and  disinfection  carried  out. 
For  six  weeks  during  September'  and  October,  the  Board 
Schools  were  closed.  Gross  ignorance  and  carelessness  exist 
among  the  parents  touching  the  infectiousness  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  other  epidemic  diseases,  and  I  am  convinced  that  until 
stronger  measures  are  adopted  in  the  shape  of  individual 
warnings,  and  if  these  are  neglected,  of  prosecutions, 
for  bringing  the  importance  of  domestic  isolation  home  to 
them,  the  notification  of  these  diseases  instead  of  being  a  great 
public  safeguard,  resolves  itself  into  an  agency  for  recording 
figures  anti  statistics. 
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Enteric 

Fever. 


From  a  sanitary  standpoint,  1895  will  be  chiefly  re¬ 
membered  in  your  district  for  its  visitation  of  Typhoid  Fever. 
One  case  only  occurred  in  1894,  situated  in  High-street,  and 
there  was  no  further  outbreak  until  June  15th,  1895,  when  a 
young  man  in  Vine-street  was  attacked.  On  June  29th  another 
young  man  in  Vine-street,  living  in  an  adjacent  house,  was 
attacked  ;  and  a  third  case  was  reported  at  Stour  Hill,  in  a 
person  only  recently  removed  from  Sheffield-street.  The  next 
thirteen  cases  were  in  Sheffield-street,  and  from  Vine-street  and 
Sheffield-street  as  centres  the  disease  gradually  advanced  in  all 
directions,  but  always  remaining  most  virulent  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  these  two  streets  ;  in  fact,  it  can  only  be  said  to 
have  been  epidemic  in  the  area  embracing  Upper  High-street 
and  the  portion  of  the  district  lying  to  the  east  of  it,  which 
includes  Vine-street,  Sheffield-street,  Church-street,  and  Salt- 
wells  Coppice. 

The  following  Tables  will  show  at  a  glance  the  distribution 
and  advance  of  the  epidemic  : — 

Date  of  1st  Case. 

Vine-street  ...June  15th... 

Sheffield-street  ..July  6th  ... 

High-street  ...July  23rd... 

Church-street  ...July  23rd... 

Saltwells  ...Aug.  4th  ... 

Z-street  ...July  29th ... 

Queen-street  ...Aug.  13th.. 

New-street  ...Sep-.  16th... 

Bower  ...Sep.  23rd... 

Maughan-street ...Sep.  28th... 

Dunn's  Bank  ...Oct.  24th... 

Evers-street  ...Nov.  13th... 


Number  of  Cases. 

9 " 

55 

18  j-  Epidemic  Area. 
x3  I 
SJ 
5 
5 
1 

1 

2 
1 

3 


121 

The  disease  reached  its  maximum  in  September,  the  cases 
numbering  in  June,  3  ;  July,  23  ;  August,  29  ;  September,  37  ; 
October,  17;  November,  7;  December,  5.  In  all,  1 2 1  cases 
have  been  reported,  77  being  males,  of  whom  19  died  ;  and  44 
females,  of  whom  7  died.  The  percentage  of  deaths  to  attacks 
among  males  was  therefore  24  ;  among  females,  16.  This  is 
contrary  to  the  general  rule  with  Typhoid  Fever,  the  individual 
attacks  being  usually  rather  more  severe  among  females  than 
males,  and  must  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  among  the  poor 
the  men  have  often  to  resume  laborious  occupations  before  they 
have  safely  recovered. 


9 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  we  have  to  consider — 

(1)  The  specific  origin  of  the  first  case.  On  this  point  there  is 

no  satisfactory  explanation.  The  case  in  1894  being  in 
High-street,  was  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  first 
case  in  Vine-street.  Whether  the  Typhoid  germs  were 
imported  in  an  unknown  manner  into  the  district,  or 
originated  amidst  the  insanitary  conditions  in  Vine-street, 
is  uncertain. 

(2)  The  conditions  which,  once  the  disease  has  appeared,  tend 
to  its  spread.  These  abounded ;  and  “imperfect  drainage, 
ashpits  in  a  shameful  condition,  water  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  organic  filth,”  are  a  few  among  many  of  the 
late  Medical  Officer's  denunciation  of  the  Vine-street  and 
Sheffield-street  area.  The  district  most  severely  affected 
was  almost  exclusively  supplied  by  surface  wells,  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  from  the  first  case  in  Vine-street  in 
which  the  well  water  was  found  impure  and  condemned, 
these  wells  were  one  after  another  infected,  and  the  drink¬ 
ing  water  became  the  chief  means  of  conveying  the 
disease. 


SPECIAL  REPORT. 


On  August  19th  the  late  Medical  Officer  made  a  special 
report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  respecting  the  Enteric 
Fever  outbreak,  and,  as  a  result,  Dr.  S.  W.  Wheaton  made  a 
local  inquiry.  His  report,  which  has  already  been  presented  to 
you,  contained  special  recommendations  as  to  Isolation, 
Disinfection,  Excrement  Disposal,  Water  Supply,  Draining, 
and  Inspection  of  Nuisances,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that, 
acting  under  his  advice,  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  has 
rapidly  improved.  Systematic  inspection  led  to  267  notices  to 
empty  ashpits  and  privies.  300  inspections  of  water  supply, 
with  37  analyses  of  water— -23  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  14  by 
the  County  Analyst — brought  about  the  closing  of  probably  not 
less  than  fifty  surface  wells,  and  the  general  adoption  of  South 
Staffordshire  water  in  Vine-street,  Church-street,  Sheffield- 
street,  Deeley- street,  and  other  places.  There  are  still  many 
surface  wells  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  which  must  always 
be  regarded  as  sources  of  danger.  The  water  supply  of  the 
Saltwells  Coppice  is  impure  and  often  insufficient,  and  requires 
your  attention  in  the  immediate  future. 
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Epidemic 

Hospital. 


Diphtheria. 


Drainage. 


Middens 
and  Ashpits. 


1  he  Isolation  Hospital,  hitherto  used  only  for  Small-pox 
patients,  was  opened  on  August  2nd  for  Typhoid  Fever ;  and 
since  then  till  December  31st,  35  cases  have  been  treated  there. 
Of  these  2  had  died,  21  recovered,  and  12  still  remained  on 
December  31st.  The  poorer  classes,  although  at  first  stronglv 
averse  to  the  Hospital,  have  latterly  seemed  very  glad  to  avail 
themselves  of  it,  and  during  November  and  December  no  cases 
have  remained  outside  the  Hospital  except  one  who  was 
recovering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  another  too  ill  for  removal. 
As  would  be  expected,  the  death-rate  in  the  Hospital  is  much 
lower  than  that  outside,  as  the  following  will  show  : — 


Total  Epidemic  until  Dec.  31st... 
Cases  treated  outside  Hospital  ... 
„  ,,  inside  „ 

or,  allowing  for  the  death  which 
has  since  occurred  in  the 
Hospital 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

°/o  Deaths 

1 2  i 

26 

2  1  ‘4 

86 

24 

27-8 

35 

2 

57 

35 

3 

8-5 

The  only  case  occurred  in  High-street  and  recovered. 
The  premises,  which  were  in  a  filthy  condition,  were  cleansed 
and  disinfected. 


THE  DISTRICT. 


Quarry  Bank  is  situated  mainly  on  the  summit  and  slope 
of  a  hill,  and  has  a  southern  aspect.  It  consists  of  a  broad 
main  street  running  from  north  to  south,  directly  towards  the 
River  Stour,  and  has  streets  placed  at  rig]at  angles  on  either 
side — on  the  east  side  four  and  on  the  west  side  six.  On  the 
east  is  the  Saltwells  Coppice,  on  the  west  Mears  Coppice  and 
Dunn’s  Bank,  and  on  the  north-west  Amblecote,  all  of  which 
portions  are  rural  in  character. 

Owing  to  the  extensive  mining  operations  which  have 
threatened  the  district,  and  the  approaching  deep  drainage 
scheme,  very  little  new  sewering  or  draining  has  been  done. 

The  Contractor  has  been  very  busy  for  the  past  six  months, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
is  now  better  than  it  has  been  for  many  years.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  present  efficiency  will  be  maintained. 


Water 

Supply. 


Slaughter¬ 
houses, 
fairies,  and 
*ow  Sheds. 

Trades. 


Dvercrowd- 
ing,  &c. 


1 1 

As  already  stated,  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
Company’s  taps  are  rapidly  supplanting  the  surface  wells.  It 
would  be  better  if  all  such  dangerous  sources  of  water  supply 
were  abandoned,  so  that  should  Typhoid  Fever  again  break 
out  its  chief  means  of  spreading  would  be  lacking. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  foun  i  clean. 


These  are  chiefly  chain  and  nail  works,  ironworking,  clay 
and  coal  mining,  and  bucket  and  pan  making.  Lead  poisoning 
is  comparatively  rare,  although  two  or  three  cases  have  come 
under  my  notice — one  being  a  girl  employed  in  tinning,  and 
another  a  painter. 

Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred,  eight  of  which 
were  abated  after  notice.  Three  houses  have  been  condemned 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  were  either  abandoned  or  their 
defects  remedied.  Owing  to  mining  operations  a  large  number 
of  houses  have  been  pulled  to  the  ground,  or  more  or  less 
completely  wrecked,  especially  in  Stour  Hill,  Evers-street,  and 
Merry  Hill.  A  praiseworthy  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Mines 
Purchase  Committee  to  induce  the  property  owners  in  the  chief 
streets  to  combine  to  purchase  the  mines  under  and  around  their 
property,  and  thus  avert  an  impending  catastrophe.  The 
scheme,  if  successful,  should  save  High-street,  Queen-street, 
New-street,  and  Maughan-street. 

Appended  you  will  find  the  usual  statistical  forms  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council,  together 
with  a  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
department  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  ready  help  and  encouragement  they  have  extended  to 
me  when  taking  over  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  at  so 
critical  a  period  in  the  sanitary  history  of  the  district. 

I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  TIBBETTS,  M.B., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


February  /  ith,  i8g6. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1895, 

in  the  Quarry  Bank  Urban  District,  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Whether  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  is  Compulsory'  in  District  ?  Yes.  Since  when  ?  October,  1892. 
“  Conjoint  Isolation  ”  Hospital  of  Brierley-Hill  and  Quarry  Bank  Urban  Districts,  situated  in  Quarry  Bank. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1895. 

Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities;  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities  and 

and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 
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Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Quarry  Bank. 

New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year  1895,  enumerating  the  Number  of  Houses  Infected,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths, 
also  the  Number  of  Cases  Treated  and  the  Deaths  that  occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 
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(Signed)  T.  M.  TIBBETTS,  M.O.H. 
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SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances’  Department  during1  the  year  1895,  in  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Quarry  Bank. 
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Dwelling  houses 
and  Schools. 

f  Foul  Conditions 
<  Over-crowding 
(  Unfit  for  Habitation 

26 

IO 

3 

26 

10 

3 

26 

8 

3 

Lodging  Houses 

None 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

16 

Cowsheds  ... 

14 

Bakehouses  ... 

4 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

6 

Canal  Boats... 

None 

Ash  Pits  and  Privies 

267 

267 

267 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

14 

14 

12 

Water  Closets 

None 

House  Drainage.- 

—No  Disconnection  ... 

12 

12 

1 1 

Water  supply 

0 

0 

36 

36 

Pigsties 

IO 

10 

8 

Animals  improperly  kept 

IO 

10 

8 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

20 

1 

1 

Totals 

... 

712 

389 

CO 

CO 

O 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Nos 

37 

36 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
School  ditto  ditto 


46 

80 


(Signed)  DAVID  SIDAWAY, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Date,  January  28th,  1896. 


